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March 2008.
Dear MLTAWA colleagues
Bonjour! Ciao! Guter Tag! 早晨好! konnichi wa! Selamat pagi!
WELCOME to the INTERNATIONAL YEAR of LANGUAGES!!
What an exciting and challenging year that we have ahead of us, and, as we embark on new courses the focus is very much on language education.

 I would like to welcome you all, to this new academic year and may I firstly thank those members of the 2007 committee who have left their position on the committee.

Margaret Kennedy did an incredible job as Minutes Secretary keeping up with the rate that we all speak and keeping such accurate minutes.

Carmelina La Galia gave the newsletter a new look and a new voice! She also served as Secretary on the Conference committee. Her organizational skills are amazing!
Sandra Jackson, our extraordinary PD Coordinator has taken time off to enjoy her new and beautiful baby! Sandra was also our indispensable Equipment Coordinator of the National Conference.
Clare Buising has taken a well earned break away form the committee, after many years of service to many roles, but most importantly as President and in recent years as Treasurer of both the Committee and the Conference. She also coordinated the speakers for the National Conference – what a huge job done beautifully! Clare’s expertise will be missed but it is comforting to know that she is only one email away as she continues working for languages at DET.
Wendy Hewitt stepped down as President after 3 years of great leadership. Wendy also made huge contributions to the Conference especially in putting together the program. Fortunately for us Wendy stays on in an ex-officio role and more importantly as our link to the PSP. Wendy will be giving us all updates as they come to hand. All at MLTA appreciate Wendy’s contributions over the years!

I would also like to thank the various Unilingual representatives who kept us up to date with the workings of their committee and association.
At the November AGM we were very thrilled to award Life Memberships to Rita Tognini, Lesley Heinzman and Caroline Vander Plank who over the years have made huge contributions to language education and the MLTAWA.
Congratulations to Lesley Mc Pherson who was awarded the 2007 Hilde Dixon Award. A truly deserving recipient!
It is now my pleasure to introduce you to the new committee for 2008.

Vice President: Janine Tate, teacher of Japanese at All Saints College. Janine is no stranger to MLTA committees as she excelled on our Conference committee in ’07. Especially her IT skills will be called on this year and it is great to know that I have someone so willing to assist at my side. Janine will also juggle the role of PR Officer with her many other talents.
Treasurer: Michael Boyle, teacher of Japanese at SIDE had taken on this challenging role! Our one male - what a rare treasure!! His great humour has already helped to make our meetings enjoyable.
Secretary: Kate Williams is always prompt with her minutes and agendas and she too is coping with the challenging role of recording all that gets said at our very animated meetings! She, as Kate Armitage, was also a tireless worker on the Conference committee last year. Kate is also our Membership Officer so if you have any queries about your registration, please contact her on armitagekate@hotmail.com  
General Committee:

Nadia Civa stays on after being our caterer in 2007, in her new and challenging role of PD Coordinator. It is terrific to have a representative from the Curriculum Council on this committee and we value her input.

We welcome new comer Lina Adam (although in the past Lina was the WAATI rep on the MLTA) to our committee and she will be our Caterer and ensure that we don’t drop from hunger after rushing from our classroom to our meetings of an afternoon. She will also be sure to keep us all well fed at PD’s! Lina is enjoying the pleasures of retirement although she is still sharing her love of the Italian Language and culture in various roles.

Teacher of Italian at Maida Vale and Tapping Primary schools, Denisse Scasserra, has taken on the role of Newsletter Editor. It is great to have someone from the Primary sector on our committee. Please feel free to send any photos or articles to Denisse at dscasserra@iprimus.com.au
Robin Hunt is teaching Indonesian at Beechboro Primary and is also the coordinator at Swan Districts LTDC. We are sure that both Denisse and Robin will keep us focused on primary language education which at times, with committees made up of only secondary teachers, can fall into the background. Robin has already become involved in many committees and will be reporting back to us. Added to this we are fortunate to have a representative from each uni lingual.
As mentioned, we are very lucky to have Wendy Hewitt who remains on the committee in an Ex Officio capacity, to guide us through this year of transition and I am fortunate to have her to refer to as I take on this new role as President. Wendy will also be our liaison with the PSP committee.

So that leaves me, Fulvia Valvasori, teacher of Italian at Prendiville College. I have been Vice President of the MLTAWA for the past 3 years as well as the 2007 National Conference Convenor. I have been on the WAATI committee for 21 consecutive years as President, Vice President and for 18 of these years as Coordinator of the Student Exchange Program.
All together we are an enthusiastic group of language educators, keen to get as much as possible done for your association.
A few useful links which may give you some ideas on how to celebrate this special year of languages:

http://www.languages2008.org.au/   
http://donosborn.org/iyl/
http://clear.msu.edu/wld/index.php
I would also like to thank Phil Chadwick who continues his wonderful work as our webmaster! Please contact Phil on mltawa@iinet.net.au if you have any problems accessing our site. Our appreciation also goes to Apryl OBrien who has been managing our member’s passwords for the password facility for the last 16 months.
If you have any suggestions or queries regarding our association please do not hesitate to contact me on mrfink@iinet.net.au
I hope you all have a very productive and professionally rewarding year.
Arrivederci!

Fulvia Valvasori

